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We live to proclaim the love of Jesus Christ!
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We live to proclaim the love of Jesus Christ! You’ll hear me say that a lot. It’s what we at Memorial Church say
our purpose is. This December newsletter is filled with stories telling how we’ve done that this year, through the
generous giving of your time, treasures, and talents. Now, as we enter the season of Advent, on our way to
Christmas, I’m inviting us all to “Come and See the Saviour.” Experience the love of God, which dwells among
us in Jesus, born as a baby long ago, still living in and through us, making a difference in our lives today.
We’re singing a worship song for Advent called, “Come and See the Saviour,” written by Marcus Pagnam, who
served as a worship leader at St. John Harborne Church until last year and is now studying to be a vicar in the
Church of England. He’s a young guy with a heart for worship. The lyrics of his song, “Come and See the
Saviour,” offer us heaven’s invitation to see the image of our maker, God, lying in a manger. Each Sunday,
we’ll share a fresh glimpse of who God is and who Jesus comes to be: 1) hope of all creation, 2) healing for the
nations, 3) mercy for the stranger, and 4) promise of the ages. On Christmas Eve we’ll see how God wraps it all
up for us in the perfect gift from heaven. Of course we will also hear music from our Glory Ringers handbell
choir, MUMC Band, and Praise Team, including some favorite Christmas Carols from week to week.
Along with joining us in worship, I’m encouraging each of you to keep a watchful eye for where you see God at
work in your lives and our world each day. Be on the lookout for the hope, peace, joy, and love that God offers
to us through Jesus. Notice how Emmanuel (which means God with us) shows up in the people you meet this
month. It’s so much easier for us all to proclaim the love of Jesus Christ when we’re hearing God’s Spirit
speaking that love to us, when we’re seeing Jesus alive in the lives of others, and when we’re feeling God’s
amazing grace deep in our hearts. Take time to soak up that love that is from God wherever you find it, because
it's hard to share, let alone proclaim, what we aren’t experiencing ourselves. So this Advent and Christmas,
“Come and See the Saviour,” for yourself in worship and in everything else you’re doing as we prepare to
celebrate God’s perfect gift from heaven, our savior Jesus Christ. Grace and peace, Pastor Cathy
Listen to “Come and See the Saviour” here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WknS-e403j0
Come and see the saviour,
heaven’s invitation;
image of the maker,
lying in a manger.
Angels fill the skies,
singing in the night:
Glory on high!
Come and see the saviour,
heaven’s invitation.
Sing glory on high,
sing glory on high.
Come, see heaven’s invitation.

Come and see the saviour,
hope of all creation;
healing for the nations,
mercy for the stranger.
Taken by surprise,
shepherds see the sign
and worship the Lamb.
Come and see the saviour,
hope of all creation.
And worship the Lamb,
and worship the Lamb.
Come, see heaven’s invitation.
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Come and see the saviour,
promise of the ages;
perfect gift from heaven
given now to save us.
Following the star,
wise men from afar
pour out their praise.
Come and see the saviour,
promise of the ages.
And pour out your praise,
and pour out your praise.
Come, see heaven’s invitation.

Links to worship
You can find an up-to-date schedule for activities and
links to on-line worship resources and current prayer
list on the church website: www.gladstonechurch.org.
You’re welcome to call the office with questions:
428-9311, or email: mumc@gladstonechurch.org.

Worship for Advent-Christmas:
Come and See the Savior
Nov. 28 – First Sunday of Advent:

Hope of All Creation
Isaiah 11:1-10; John 1:1-18
MUMC Band gets Advent off to a rousing start!
Where do we see Jesus bringing hope to all
creation?

Worship information, links, livestreaming, and
videos are also on YouTube and Facebook:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBYZTh99gQBtHG3n2kbyuQ

Dec. 5 – Second Sunday of Advent:

Healing for the Nations

https://www.facebook.com/Memorial-United-MethodistChurch-of-Gladstone-MI-117593394926699/

Isaiah 64:1-12; Mark 13:21-37
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Where do we see Jesus bringing healing and peace?

Dedicate a Sunday

Dec. 12 – Third Sunday of Advent:

The November 21 worship services were
dedicated by Janet Paine in memory of her sister
Katherine Paine. Katherine was born on Nov.
21, 1923.

Mercy for the Stranger
Isaiah 61:1-4; Luke 1:26-56
Glory Ringer Hand Bell Choir
Where do we see Jesus bringing mercy and joy?

If you would like to dedicate a Sunday in honor or
memory of someone, please give the information to
Lisa in the church office and include a $300 gift to the
church. Pictures can be emailed or given to Lisa in
advance if you wish to have them on the screen. This
is a wonderful way not only to remember those who
have passed but also to celebrate a special occasion
such as a birthday, wedding anniversary, etc.

Dec. 19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent:

Promise of the Ages
Micah 5:2-5a; Matthew 1:18-25
MUMC Band playing Christmas Carols
Where do we see Jesus fulfilling God’s promise with
love?
(Noisy Offering for Heifer Project)
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve:

Poinsettia Order forms

If you wish to honor
or memorialize a loved one with your WHITE
poinsettia, complete the pink form on the table by the
front door, and turn it in to the church office by Dec.
15. Then order your white poinsettia from whichever
florist you choose and have it to church by noon on
Sat., Dec. 18.

Perfect Gift from Heaven
4:30 p.m. Family-Friendly Service featuring
Children and Youth
9:00 p.m. Candlelight Service
Dec. 26 – First Sunday after Christmas

10:30 a.m. Lessons and Carols
(no 8:30 a.m. worship)

All Saints Sunday
On Nov. 7, we celebrated All Saints Sunday as we
remembered loved ones who have gone to their
eternal home in these past 12 months:
Jim Boydston
Dave Hagen
Pam Blixt
Jean Young
Marilyn & Frank Bastian John LaPorte
Karan Roberts
Ford Kaufman
Catherine Labron
Dan Williams
Karen Branstrom
Audrey Kaffenberger
Dennie Hunter
Loretta Gruber
Jason Brazeau
Kenny Vanvalkenburg
Steve Pieper
Floyd Swift
Wayne Lancour
Dave Jondrow
Debbie Columbo
Jenifer Deace

Looking Ahead to 2022 …
Jan. 2 – Epiphany Sunday
10:30 a.m. Worship with Guest Preacher
(no 8:30 a.m. worship)
Jan. 9 – Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Renewing Our Baptismal Vows and Recognizing
our Leaders
Sacrament of Holy Communion
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Advent Bible Study of the Gospels

Hanging of the Greens
Please come help us decorate the church for Advent
& Christmas Monday, Nov. 29, at 5:30pm. We will
be getting subs from D&M. We need everyone . . .
The more, the merrier!

with Pastor Cathy
6 p.m. Wednesdays – Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22
Join us as we take a deep dive into how each of the
four Gospels introduces Jesus.
Dec. 1: John, chapter 1 – In the beginning …
Dec. 8: Mark, chapter 1 and 13 – Stay alert!
Dec. 15: Luke, chapter 1 and 2
– A carefully ordered account …
Dec. 22: Matthew, chapter 1 and 2
– To fulfill what the Lord said …
We’ll be hearing from these same chapters in Sunday
worship. Bring your questions and curiosity.
Together we’ll listen for what God’s Word is saying
to us as we prepare to celebrate the God who comes
to dwell with us.
Laurie Kaufman de la Garza will lead conversations
on the same Gospel chapters at two alternative
times:
9:30 a.m. Sundays – Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19
5:30 p.m. Mondays – Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20
Find the time that works best for you and be a part of
the Gospel conversation as we move together through
this season of Advent.

Recruiting Kids for the
4:30PM Family Christmas Eve Service
This year our theme for Advent is “Come and See the
Savior, Image of the Maker”’. The Christmas Eve
focus is “Perfect gift from heaven.”
We would love to have as many kids involved as
possible doing special numbers, such as singing,
playing an instrument, reading a poem or a reading,
playing a piano number, etc. Kids could share in a
sentence or two, where they see Jesus today.
We will be ringing the colored bells as well, which
are great fun for “all” ages.
We are also asking for pictures of where you and your
children or grandchildren see Jesus during the Advent
Season. We would love to share them on our
projection, so get them to us asap.
Also, the younger children could color pictures of
baby Jesus, the Christmas story, etc., to be included
in our slides.
Please see Pastor Cathy or Joy Jorgensen with any
questions or volunteers

Friday Night Fun – Dec. 3 5-7 p.m.
Youth, 6-12 grade, join us to play some
“sporty” games in the gym, share a snack, talk about
what we want for Christmas, and have some open
gym time. Pastor Cathy and Mrs. S. (Sandy St. Aubin)
will be organizing things. Bring your friends to beef
up your teams.
For more Youth Group activities including the
Taco Tuesday Lock-In on Dec. 28 -29, check out
the youth tab on our church webpage:
gladstonechurch.org.

Community Christmas Caroling
in Gladstone
Gladstone area churches are planning to join together
for a community Christmas caroling event on Sunday,
Dec. 12 at 1 p.m. Participants will meet at Memorial
United Methodist Church in the parking lot and will
travel in small groups to the Gladstone assisted living
homes and nursing homes. Singers will also visit and
sing for some of the area’s shut-ins.
Everyone is welcome to join the event. After
caroling, Christmas cookies, hot chocolate and coffee
will be served back at Memorial United Methodist
Church.

Scarf & Hat sets handmade by the Knitters are
for sale: $15/set.
All proceeds go to Memorial’s general fund.

Quilts for Sale

$50. Proceeds go toward new
quilting supplies for the coming year.

The Bay de Noc Choral Society

will
present its concert A Lot of Thanksgiving and a Little
Bit of Christmas! on Sunday, Dec. 5, at 1:30 at
Bethany Lutheran Church. There will be a freewill
offering.

Expanded Hours
The Clothes Closet is now open on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays 9am – noon as well as MTWR 9-2.
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ministry and mission of Memorial UMC this past
year and look forward to all that your generous
giving and God’s grace will make possible in the
year ahead. If you have questions about your
giving or still want to make a pledge, please
contact our Financial Secretary, Lisa Myers in
the office. If you have other questions about our
finances, please contact Virginia Petersen,
Finance Committee Chair, or Pastor Cathy
Rafferty.

What Got Pledged and Where Does it Go?
As of Nov. 22, we’ve received 34 pledges of
financial giving in 2022:
General Fund: $90,232
Building Fund: $5,560
Missions Fund: $2,720
Heifer Project: $90
Other: $1,700
The General Fund is what we use for day-to-day
operations—things like salaries, utilities,
insurance, and programming costs, along with
paying our ministry shares, to help make it
possible for our Northern Skies District, Camp
Michigamme, Michigan Conference, and
worldwide United Methodist denomination to
operate as part of our connectional system of
ministry and mission.
Typically, it requires about $200,000 annually to
keep Memorial UMC operating, so we’re nearly
halfway there in pledged giving for 2022. We
depend on those who give regularly without
making a pledge to make up the difference,
which has been a growing number of you over
the past few years. Some of our fundraising
events and holiday offerings also add to our
General Fund.

Thanksgiving-Advent-Christmas Offering
We will be dividing any offerings marked for
Thanksgiving, Advent or Christmas with 75%
going to our General Fund and 25% going to the
Delta County “Walk for Warmth” campaign.
which helps our neighbors who are struggling to
keep their homes heated.

Dollar-to-Dollar Match for Heat in the
Dunlap Ministry Center
In 2017 God’s Country Cooperative Parish
purchased the former Pentland School in
Newberry. Much work has happened to make the
building usable including asbestos removal, lots
of cleaning, installing running water, new
windows, beds for work group dorms, showers,
bathrooms, painting, new flooring, and much
more. Those of us who visited GCCP got a firsthand look at how well the building renovation
has come along. GCCP uses this building to
house Volunteer-In-Mission work groups who do
home repair throughout the area served by
GCCP. They also house their “Church Mouse”
free store that offers clothing, furniture, and other
household goods. However, the building has no
heat, so all of this ministry has to stop or relocate
for the winter months. The good news is a donor
has offered a dollar-to-dollar match up to half of
the $35,000 cost to heat the building. So, GCCP
is working to raise $17,000. Memorial’s Mission
Committee recently sent $1,000 from our
Mission Fund. If you would like to make an
additional contribution, please mark your check
or envelope GCCP Heat and we’ll send it along.
We’re hoping to be one of those volunteer work
crews staying in the Dunlap Ministry Center next
year, so keep watch for details on that soon.

The Building Fund is what we’re saving for the
big-ticket expenses that come with owning and
operating our remarkable facilities—like that
roof we may need someday, or a new boiler, or
… well, you get the idea.
The Missions Fund is money that’s given
without being designated for a specific mission
or special Sunday offering. Our Mission
Committee allocates this money when
emergency needs come up, like when the United
Methodist Committee on Relief is responding to
a disaster, or when Justice for Our Neighbors is
inundated with a surge in refugees, like those
recently evacuated from Afghanistan. It has also
let us take advantage of time-sensitive matching
grants, like when Heifer Project offered a 3 to 1
match or when God’s Country Cooperative
Parish had a matching challenge to raise money
for heating the Dunlap Ministry Center.
Whether you pledge or not, we are grateful to
everyone who has faithfully supported the
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Baptism

Pasty Sale Results and THANKS!

On November 14, we celebrated the baptism of
Clayton Bruno Nummilien, son of Sierra and Mitch
Nummilien. Sponsors were Cole and Lauren Possi.
Grandparents were Earl and Jodi Possi. Greatgrandmother is Joy Jorgensen.

Another wonderful year and we made 636 pasties
to give us a total profit of $2,330! This after
having the top convection oven not working, so
all of you stepped up and we got through it.
Once again, I want to thank every one of you
fantastic, wonderful workers for your time and
your talents! Let us mention Jan Watson as our
caller without whom this would never happen.
She is an Angel! Then there are my main
workers that stand on their feet for endless hours
for 2 whole days, and I appreciate every one of
you more than you can know! Finally, the fun
begins when the rest of you “2-hour shift
workers” show up to “play in the dough”, toss
around some veggies or scoop up meat mixtures!
The chatter and laughter is contagious, and we
wish all of the rest of our Church Family could
join in. Many of you put in extra hours, and for
that we thank you again!
You are an
AWESOME Church Family, and I am so proud
to be a member of such a great group of people!
The compliments I hear from the people that
bring pasties home are once again that these are
THE BEST PASTIES they have ever had!
Thank you,
Pat Waeghe

All men, women, and children are invited to the
Men’s Breakfast on Dec. 5 right after the
second service. This breakfast is prepared by the men
of Memorial UMC. The freewill offering supports
projects that the men are working on. Past projects
funded by the Men’s Breakfast include re-wiring the
kitchen and purchasing kitchen equipment

Prayer List
Family of Gene Smith (Alice Butch’s brother)
Family of George Briere (Nannette’s brother-in-law)
Family of Karl Soderman
Family of Major Leonard White
Betsy Anderson
Tom Angstandt
Bud Baltic
Sarah Benson
Lorna Benson
Mark Bishop
Lois Boydston
MaryAnn Brayak
Tom Butch
Lois Cady
Nancy Campbell
Ginger Clairmont
Bud & Pat Clark
Eileen Collins
Cindy Cowen
Sharon Davis
Mark DeMarse
Debbie Dew
Bernie Erickson
Chris & Kim Diamond
Andy Fase
John Fisher
Justin Gaarnat
Nancy Harger
Caroline Hart
Jim Hubbard
Barb Ingram
Al Jensen
Alice Jensen
Faith Lancour
Jeff Lancour
Susan Lingren
Marcy Makosky
Rebecca Marchak
Toni Marchese
Debbie Martin
Tammy Martin
Linda Mayotte
Chad Mileski
Zach Nardi
Betty Nicholas
Lincoln Noel
Bob Randall
Josiah and David Pryor
Bev Regts
Debbie Renkin
Margaret Richard
Kregg Schierbeek
Marvin Sodermark
Julie Springer
Todd
Leonard Verbrigghe
Jerry Wery
Donna Wilken
Al Waeghe
Marianne Watson Milkowski

12/2
12/3
12/4
12/5
12/6

Regina Stock
12/17 Justin Johnson
Tom Butch
Nannette Martin
Abbigail Skjolaas 12/20 Caiden Mattonen
Kole Desotelle
Judy Tochterman
Bill Buchmiller
12/21 Isabel Campbell
Howie Landenberger
Christina Casey
12/8 Mary Moore
Isaac Lagina
ReAnne Polfus
Sarah Myers
12/9 Jane Peterson
12/22 John Leonoff
12/10 Gail Johnivan
Steve Maulding
12/11 Jan Johnson
12/25 Mary Hagen
Addy St. Aubin
12/26 Lindsey Taylor
12/13 Kiera Donovan
12/28 Melissa Johnson
Ally St. Aubin
12/29 Susan Bratonia
Amy St. Aubin
12/30 Marta LaPlant
Carter Stammer
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Simply place your monetary gift in an envelope
located by the Christ Tree and then place an
ornament on the tree to represent your gift. If
you are in need of help or know of someone or a
family in need, please contact Pastor Cathy.
This is available for anyone from birth to Senior
citizen whether a church member or not.
● Offerings designated for Thanksgiving, Advent,
or Christmas will be split between our General
fund (75%) and Walk for Warmth (25%) that
helps our neighbors keep their homes heated.
● Dec. 19: Noisy Offering supports Heifer
International. Let’s get one more cow this year!
● Elmer’s Community Cares Program: Donate
points to MUMC and we can use it towards
getting a $100 gift card. This can be used to help
offset grocery costs for projects like Bay Area
Campus Ministry meals and Hope at the Inn
meals. We currently have 66,824 points.
Hands-On Mission Trips
One of MUMC’s five goals for 2022 in proclaiming
the love of Jesus Christ is to engage in mission
outreach through hands-on opportunities to serve.
The Mission committee is looking at two trips in
2022 in the UP. One is to work at God’s Country
Cooperative Parish. The other is to visit the 2021
Northern District Skies Mission of the Year-Mohawk-Ahmeek UMC. We supported this church
by raising $1,778 and they were very thankful for
this assistance to help with repairs on their church.
As part of this trip, we may visit other ministries or
do hands-on work in the Keweenaw area. If you are
interested in participating on a mission trip, please
sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board. What we
do will depend on how many sign up and the talents
you bring to serve others in need. Know who’s
committed to going and what we can do will also
help us select the best week to work at GCCP.
Thanks!
The Mission Committee would like to thank Kay
Shapy for her many years of service on the
committee as the secretary. Kay is stepping down
from this position but will remain active as a
committee member. We would like to welcome
Peggy Richter to Missions as the new secretary.
Peggy has brought her energy and organizational
skills to our Clothes Closet ministry, working with
long-time volunteers Liz Kempher and Lettie
Houghton, resulting in increased traffic. We are
thankful for the many blessings Kay, Liz, Lettie, and
Peggy have offered to missions and will continue to
offer through their time and talents.

Moment in Missions
The Missions Committee would like to share the
celebrations of our congregation’s giving of time,
talent, and offerings for November.
● World Day Communion offering for
scholarships update from October: $210
● Golden Cross offering for health and welfare
ministries update from October: $420
● Justice for Our Neighbors: $2000 from the
undesignated Mission fund to provide urgently
needed legal assistance to immigrants and
Afghan refugees in Michigan.
● God’s Country Cooperative Parish: $1000 from
the undesignated Mission fund to help put heat
in the Dunlap Ministry Center in Newberry
(GCCP has a matching grant for this).
● Hope at the Inn was successfully staffed and
meals prepared for the four guests that stayed at
our church November 7-14. A special thank you
to the youth group for taking care of the laundry
and to our HATI Coordinator Susan Lagina.
● Mission volunteers prepared and boxed meals
for 40 Bay College students on November 8.
● November Food Drive collected non-perishable
goods and household items for the Salvation
Army and St. Vincent de Paul food panties to
distribute.
● Venison Project is well underway thanks to
promotional work by Kole Desotelle and Teresa
Myers and the generosity of local processors.
Check the January newsletter to see how many
pounds of venison were split between the food
pantries in Gladstone and Escanaba.
● Flannel Shirt Drive collected boxes and boxes of
flannel shirts for God’s Country Cooperative
Parish to distribute.
We have several opportunities to support our
community, state, nation, and world during
December:
● Ongoing collection for school supplies and
supplies for the Great Start Readiness Program
at Mid Peninsula School. Items that are needed
can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/MPSWolverines and
https://p11cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles
/Servers/Server_8273746/File/supply%20list%2
021-22%20(1).pdf
● Christ Tree for those wishing to help
someone/family in need during the holidays.
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Keep Up the Gospel Work!
Check out the Mission bulletin board located at the
entrance to the education wing. As 2021 draws to an
end, we have reflected on the many areas our
congregation has been active in and continues to be
active in missions. We are promoting a community
of caring in our experience to learn, give, and act for
needs locally, statewide, nationally, and
internationally.

The Friendship Guild will meet on Tuesday,
Dec. 14, at 1pm in the church narthex. All ladies are
invited.

Hike and a Hallelujah

is on the first and third
Sundays of the month. We meet at the church at 3.
The hike on Dec. 5 will be at the Rapid River Ski Trail

Our church is alive and active in our community, our
state, our nation, and our world. If God is speaking
to you about learning more about missions at
MUMC and you would like to be an active member
of the mission committee, please contact the church
office.

Advent and Christmas Resources
There are many excellent resources for Advent and
Christmas in the church library. In addition there are
great books for any time of the year on everything
from inspirational readings to grief support, Bible
studies to light reading. In addition, there are
numerous puzzles that you can borrow for the long
winter evenings.

Executive Director opening
Pregnancy Services of Delta County is seeking a fulltime executive director to oversee the day-to-day
operations
and
represent
the
pro-life
organization. See indeed.com for a complete job
description.
Send resume and cover letter
to director@pregnancyservicesdc.org.

newsletter deadline:
Thursday, Dec. 30
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