Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025	10:30AM
Welcome to Worship at Memorial United Methodist Church.
Please sign the blue attendance pads in the pews, and
please include contact information if you are a visitor.

Music to Center Ourselves   I Wonder as I Wander (Hayes)

Welcome to Worship   and   The Wave	

Mission Moment                                                                   Susan Lagina

*Call to Worship   
      Traveling to the hill country, Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth.
	Journeys can change our lives.
      Traveling to meet Mary, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
	Journeys can change our lives.
      Traveling together, they discovered they were pregnant, not just with
      boys, but with expectation and hope.
	Journeys can change our lives.
      May this journey of worshiping together bring us the same hopeful 
      expectation as we journey with God today.

*Hymn                       God Almighty, We Are Waiting   

Old Testament reading              Zechariah 9:10-13             Kathy Young

Advent Wreath			             Mike and Monica Peach
        Come Messiah, Come Messiah (lyrics by Dr. Gary Shiplett), v. 3

*Gospel reading                             Luke 2:1-7

Anthem  God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen (Smith, Wickham)  Jubilee Choir

Children’s Time  

Message                                                                  Pastor Terri Branstrom

*Hymn                 View the Present Through the Promise 

Offering Our Gifts and Commitments
Offertory    In the Bleak Midwinter (Wagner)
Ushers will pass the offering plates to receive today’s offering and any prayer requests (please write requests on the green cards found in the pews). You may also make financial contributions on the square reader in the fellowship area, or online on our website.
*Doxology:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow       UMH 95
*Offering Prayer

Bell Anthem                     We Three Kings (Krug)                   Glory Ringers

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

*Closing Song                        People, Look East                          UMH 202
  
*Departing Blessing         

Music for Going Forth    Divinum Mysterium (Southbridge)
* The asterisk indicates times in worship where we’re invited to stand.       

Please join us after worship for coffee and conversation.  

Assisting Today
Altar Guild:   Carol Borden
Counters:  Nancy Peterson and Wilma Vanderdonck 
Projection:  Dylan and Denise Messina
Snacks:  Brenda Balenger
 Greeters and Ushers:  Bill and Bonnie Buchmiller

Offerings marked for Advent or Christmas will be sent to Walk for Warmth to help our friends and neighbors with heating insecurities. 

The Christmas Pageant will be next Sunday, Dec. 21, at 10:30.  
Pastor Terri’s family will once again be preparing a scrumptious dinner for after the program.  Please sign up now on the bulletin board if you plan on attending the meal.

Today is the last day to donate to the Christ Tree for a family/person in need during Christmas.   If you know of someone or a family in need, please contact Pastor Terri. 

Mittens needed:  God’s Country Community Ministry needs warm mittens.  If you wish to donate some, please place them under the tree in the sanctuary by Monday, Dec. 15, and the Missions Team will take them up there on Tuesday.
Share your WHITE poinsettia with Memorial in worship.  If you wish to honor or memorialize a loved one with your plant, complete the form on the long table just inside the church’s front door, and return the form to the church office by Dec. 17.  Then order your poinsettia from whichever florist you choose and have it to the church by Saturday, Dec. 20.

Do you enjoy tinkering with small appliances?  Over the years, we have acquired various used vacuums which have worked for a while but eventually ceased working.  I am placing 4 non-working vacuums in room 6, along with a description of the problems.  During these cold days, if you would welcome a “project,” you could look at them and either repair them or say “last rites” over them.  


TODAY       Last day to donate to the Christ Tree
                      3:00  Christmas Cantata at First Lutheran

MONDAY    5:30  Bible Study:  “The Journey”

TUESDAY   7:30 a.m.  Packing Christmas boxes at GCCM in Newberry

WEDNESDAY   6:00  Band practice 
		  7:00  Choir practice

THURSDAY  4:30  Church Council

FRIDAY         5:00  Game Night – Chili dogs provided.

NEXT SUNDAY    10:30  Children’s Christmas Pageant
		      11:30  Dinner prepared by Pastor Terri’s family
                       Please sign up today because Terri is shopping on Tuesday.
		        1:30  Worship at Lakeview Assisted Living

DEC. 24    9 p.m.  Christmas Eve service

DEC. 31    10:30  Lessons and Carols
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Prayer List
New Concerns		Recent Concerns
Terry Hampton			Lettie Houghton
Berta Johnson			Margaret Richard
Scott Larson			Audra Buchmiller
Gary Quick and family		Family of Dillon Larson
Tim Bishop
Patty Delveaux

	                      Ongoing Concerns
Mindy A.	Lisa Richer Barta		Leah Belanger
Lorna Benson	Beth and Sarah Benson		Kim Bessonen
Claire Burton	Diane Bishop’s cousin Davy	Diane Carlson
Gavin		Kristin Cutcher			Ian Goldi
Jeff Hanson 	Shannon Hagen			Nancy Harger	
Gail Johnivan 	Tracy Jensen and her family	Hueneman family
Tom Lack	Dorell Kirschner		Christopher Lund
Mike Lagina	Rodney Potvin and family	Jeanette Mineau
Josiah Pryor	 Brynlee Scott			Kay Shapy
Kris R. 		  Eileen Whitenmore		Jordan R.
Tim		   Leona Williams
Pat Clark	    Tom and Alice Butch		Nancy Campbell
Jim Hubbard 	     Richard Demeuse		Bette DeRoeck
Berta Johnson	      Toni Marchese		Beverly Martin
Gary Quick	       David McCarley		Betty Nyquist 
Brian Wood	        Debbie Rosen
Please note that the prayer list will be wiped clean on Dec. 31.  If your concern is long-term and you want that person/concern on the list in 2026, please tell Lisa 428-9311.

Memorial United Methodist Church
1920 Lake Shore Drive,  Gladstone, MI  49837
www.gladstonechurch.org

Pastor:  Terri Branstrom  280-2993
Pastor in office:  Monday & Thursday 9:30 – 2:00
Organist/Pianist:  Kathy Young
Church Email:   mumc@gladstonechurch.org
Church Phone:  (906)428-9311
Administrative Assistant:  Lisa Myers
Office hours:  Monday – Thursday  9:00 – 2:00
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